Dear Larry, 



9/9/72 

The "hollMfitl>dt-all" attitude you describe is not unknon.v to u u but it is port of 
my past# Unco I got ia into the assassination tiling I came to understand tlrnt it would be 
a continuing futility and I'm no longer tlirown by then# I sup oso you find tliis wherever 
there are humans, regardless of tlio cliaracter of their society. Probably more in a corrupt 
one like ours. In your case, if I nay pose as a nlirink, it may come from a combination of 
two tilings: inhibitions imposed upon decent and honest reporting and the futility of the 
negotiations when tlio build fatcats become fird:o, as is not unco: .non, and tlio drones don't 
realize it and use their greater number. The best solution i3 generally g head-on one. 

Not slasliing wildly but coping as best one can cope. 

however, the "new romance" is always indicated, if not as therapy, for itself. 

You nay have detected overtones of my approach in the thing to Lesor tliut you just 
returned, dim is really pov/erloos tiicro a nu the only one not a nut. However, because lie is 
without real iiiilu nee, is Idnd of junior Kby which 1 mean with tnc best intentions and a 
fine mind but entirely inexperii^iced) and because his personal .ork habits arc an atrocity, 
that whole damned thing is bocoroing too much of a futility for me. I can't cop out because 
they arc hopeless and helpless find day is the one liv defendant not psychotic c«nd wo can't 
lose in court witliout corruption greator than I've ever seen- and I'vo seen plenty. 

Co ilectivuly, they don't know the elemental fact of the case yet and collectively 
they arc captive of the stereotypes of tlio law. They can't conceive imaginative approaches, 
don't know how to ..ork, won't see what does not originate with them, and are incapable of 
looming from experience. They are now, belatedly, doing wliat 1 asked be don* from a Jiear 
and a half to two years ago. It was obvious then ana it is late now. 

Two month ago tliey wore sure they’d have thoir habeas corpus petition completed within 
two weeks. They are the lawyers, remember. I told them they wore nuts. Th. petition, in 
wliatever draft - and I'vu refused to look at another until it is wliat they decide is tlioir 
final - is not yet done anu the addenda, wliich ore extensive, are in .;ost cases not begun. 
Frankly, incc I'm not the lawyer, 1 regard the time I’ve put in on this a total waste. 

It is much more time tlian required to write a book. It is also costing me money I don't 
have, bo, I'm disgusted. However, ins toad of doing as -i have in the past, just passing it 
off end taking it. I'm raising a bit of hell, giving then uhatfor, etc. This doesn't 
endear no, which concerns no not at all, nor does it really get then to t ini:, us it should. 
It can serve two purpose (asido from temporary venting of emotions): to gut tiium r me 
enough at 00 for a break after the nay thing is over (and to make it easier for mu then); 
ami to perhaps scare thorn about what i light bo capable of if tliey don't stop fucking up 
and wasting my time. Tliey liave a pretty good idea of tliat of liich I can be capable, t^o. 

*wnd, when I'vo done all the meaningful ’./ork tliat lias been done, bogimiing with getting dud 
his client and including too damned much of tlio legal thinking; when I'v giv«n him his 
entire case; when I've gone out and collected tlio material noodod for af i davits U10 
actually asked ne to stay away long enough to typo thorn up arid got them notarized before 
I ru turned from my ii ay trip),ul Just won't taka the ldjid of personal abu3u tliat lias go no 
with it. You may not find my approach congenial or appropriate, but I'm liaving nothing to 
do with them on anything else. Frankly, I don't know of a single orlithiil^ thing they, 
collectively, have ever done. They've massed up quite a bit. bud iiost of all. bo wliy continue 
this kind ox' relationship, engage in more needless futilities? 

For a variety of reasons I've already cut mysolf off entirely from some, mostly from 
others, and have reduced my correspondence to pooplo I like or the couple who do any real 
•vork at all. I spend time tiiat accumulates with only one "critic", _ very bright one very 
decent kid who needs some guidance anu. help in maturing. With the few others, it is in 
some areas only, where 1 know they have worked or will again when they con ^lil:e after one 
completes hie uissoi-tation) . lifter I get out from under many accumulated problems, some of 
whicJi have taken and will take much time, I'll bo able to write again and got on paper 
tliat wliich x 00 long to. The fewer tlio timer-wasters among tlio nuts and incompetents, tlio 
sooner this will cornu and the faster it can then go. Thun my apjxroack to the " to-holl-wi tl>- 
it-oll syndrome. 

I'm not telling you to ditch the ^uild, tiiough! 

however, confrontatiQn with uuotionul pr obi 0113 is important. I loomed tide too late. 

We have too many, going buck to tlio impossible, tlio ruin ox our farm by military helicopters. 
I was tlien ana continued to be too pasuivo. bad medicine. 
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Th 03 Q old Andreas clips are useful. Doesn't it strike you as strange tliat no paper 
consulted it 3 morgue on liiia when lie began figuring in the Caper? All explanations thus far 
offered nai:e no sonoo of the alleged desire for anonymity. This hi.; :ory of v/heeling and 
d^ f . di n g y of attempted sales to the U 33 R 30 long ago, and of family financial crookedness, 
put it in a different perspective. I wonder if the ca 3 Q in i4 cw York over came to trial? 
Itemenber, Dixon and hio i dtchellisti got rid of iiorgonthau under ouspect circumstances 
having to do witJ. not prosecuting people. Anonymity, in fact, is the one Explanation proven 
false. Andrea 3 was at the convention, sat next to fat, and aside from scant a.-ciot^-pagc 
chitchat mention didn't mane tae news. 

I know fall is near. We never 3 ee a skunk in the daytime, do have regulars wlio call 
at night, n ver in anonymity. One in particular is mismarkod. His 3trlpe run:., the wrong way. 

is lOr'JO u.n. and lie is on the hillside below the swimming pool, about five foot from 
it, making ids way toward tho house rooting out grubs. lie'll raise Jiell with the sud. He i3 
no more than 40 feet from the house now and is paying no attention to us at all. We use 
the kitchen door witliout his notice, btik 40 s 1 5! 

Haven't sQ.m. Washlngtonia. Can't afford any magazines. I have a great interest in 
* Intel la the Hitch. A westOcoa3t frinnd and I indep* .ndently came to the same conclusion: 
she liberated J ohn, not herself. Bhe may not have realised it, but tint is all tliat she 
did accomplish. Her protest at "dirtiness" rakes me suspect consciously, because slie could 
not live with idu a 3 lon^ as she luis £ud find dirtiness objectionable at tide late date, 
bo. I'm interested in any tiling about her. I take you moan i 1 saying she hasn't been seen 
both in public and after the resolution of her personal soap opera, for slio vau seen in 
tlie iTCC' area after she left Calif. But since tlien 1 know of no caise of u n authenticated 
sighting. She liasn't oven used tlie phone recently, to the best of my knowledge. 

The Uecht thing is not simple anu Ids ego will now complicate it more. 1 don t see 
the kind of otory in tide worth printing since tho truth won' t be, tliat lie became~pnrt of 
a get-kunnedy operation. Tho one mystery to me is Burke IwirsliaLl, ho is not a dope and 
sliouli be aware tliat lie could bring nothing else to pass. 

I don't tldrik cither the panel of Latidmor incomp. .-tent and 1*11 be quite surprised if 
Cyril lias found as much in the autopsy film on I have without it. ^Strike Vj foet-throed) 
moreover, ho lacks context and has persoiml animus, and lias done r -ally stupid tilings. I 
used to have high regard for Idn, professionally and personally, but reluctantly I came to 
belioVv. that whether or not consciously he is redly on a ogo-idLci: and seeks personal gain, 
he is one of tho few pathologists who takes mapractise cases, *nd tldu is a3 close os he 
can got to advertising. 

Ho said no til i ng about i/liat ho saw ..lion ho war; interviewed, remember, • merely took 
credit for what wa , in all the original writing, adding nothing to it anu not dooing it 
as well an tlie worst of that writing. Shin confirmed my suspicions for mo because lie knows 
Ids buaines... ©icreforu, I coucludud that qy initial assumption wa. correct, tliat he f d savd 
wliat lie got, including by unethical means v oiul that includes ay work), for a big deal in 
the ne lical presc. my can d idate, witliout any knowledge or clues, is The Journal of tlie 
-j>cu auuy of forensic ^cioucos. my chief interact is in know ing when it will appear in tlio 
-Vent it bcconc 3 necessary to do somet! dng to counter tiio inherent evil* 

H diun t understand. tlx** panel report bun I10 road it. i Gout it to 1 dm promptly 
ulx-n liaa to explain and translate it for him so lie could testify. It in tliat bad. Hu mxcl tho 
who h adod tno panel Iiave a foud going. Tho ’xiaol report left relatively few secrets. 

covered themselves as well as they could under th~ circuma Winces . Of some ol* tho few 
secrets they kept, La t timer reduced tho number. Our peoplo just don't undursttnd the kind 
of language used. The key to all of tide i. semantics. If you re* what I did with tlie 
panel report, one of t.\ t, roe parts of FOOT 2 I 0 RTLU, you should rem-mbor this. Thu panel 
a:id L did lay down thu official lino ith what disproves it only. Thin in tho j rt Cyril 
-itimr iia.. yet t^ unde.. -stand, even ftor reading ry v/oric on it and my personal explanations, 
ox withhold fro»* you bccxiuso hi Ita 11 t 3er: what liacjn't olriady been OL-en an . I hav*.* euoruusly 
more than tliat. 

- _ ^ bpite of wliat hu said, there is HOT a xlmr pictur*' of tlie tliroat from tho front. 

Ju is a cido allot. It hows the gaping skin at the incision. It doesn't and can't show 
what the required but missing front shot would show, it is all already in my uork and it 
was discernible in tlx; panel report. Here I iiave carxdeu it much fartiiur thaii .my eidating 
film or patliologist can. -.here are no reasonable doubts remaining, ^xnd it ims been written 
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for a lone tine. 

iiar shall was not "hysterical". It would be easier for me if I could b. liove he were 
^ waa exoos dve, wrong, argunontutivo and many other thinrs. He hoi, f L th t l T 
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anybody out to refute Ida. I do think tt“w»ttlH5 Si^L noa.ssa^, to drag 

think it will bo 4.1 rutten work will be :nore substantial and I do 

wi±i do opened if it gets any attention outside the small iourrmln nni- - ^ 
hook tlu* luannedya even more . lie ic «•-. n fn<r'nn+ * .. J ouruaJ * s * ^ut onlj j»o 
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eon o t have to worry a.iOut threats, and all tiin irfei «\ ? d “ 6 nood “^eo# 

tlio pros:; to ignore or downplay everything because it is locitiiante 1 ^ 3 ' :ai:to . it eaaier r ° r 

" 4 “ wax «. 
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or dead, whether or not 1 lil:ed Ima.I tell you further r T LclUifca J''» Uvi ^ 

in si.lectiug wimt it would oav file luilf i i l,lbr t ‘^ Crra^nm svoiy woo skilled 

totult to Utot, lito. S«‘31’l 1 ^15^»12£ * ,w .. 

was still government property except for the clothing. “ soall ' a i wck adw» it 

1 abandoned an onorxnoua amount oi work w>m t- m , . , 

lawsuits I could have filed when I realized l»d bf- ^ xh • 4 .^ coriaxcLc-rable cost in soma 
jettin ' them into a diiv.^n t . d ^ Mto oflicia l I «a not 



to a iliiierent context, an ■*■ huVe long iiad one, But I 
is 4ano a get-^nnedyer) becauso lie doesn t toow 



won't trust liud to 
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